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About myself

• Lived in Kenya in 2010 and 2011
• 7 years market experience
• Advised 15 solar companies in entering 

Ghana, Kenya, Tanzania and Myanmar

Markus Schwaninger, CFO
Dipl. Wi.-Ing.
Certified Expert in Climate & Renewables Finance
Certified Expert for Financial Products in Germany



ecoligo's vision is to accelerate the global use of 
zero CO2 solutions to secure a sustainable 

energy future.



About ecoligo

Founded 
in 2016 Offices in 

Berlin, 
Frankfurt 
& Accra

8 
employees Focus on 

Sub-
Saharan 

Africa

We raise capital to finance low cost solar energy to 
local businesses in emerging markets 



Crowd-investors

Crowd-investment platform

investments returns

Step 2:
Our trusted local 
partners install the 
solar system

Step 3:
End customers receive
clean, low-cost, hassle-
free electricity and off-
set tonnes of CO2

Step 1:
We raise the needed
capital through
crowdinvesting

Our approach



Type of projects 

Manufacturing Tourism Agriculture Public Infrastructure

Energy off-takers

Grid-connected PV PV-Diesel-Hybrid PV-Diesel-Battery



v

Our sweet spot

DEVELOPMENT FINANCE LOCAL FINANCE

< 50,000 € > 2,500,000 €50,000 € – 2,500,000 €

Finance Gap



Two options to work with us

Own projects
ecoligo owns and
operates the solar 
projects

Third party
projects
Provision based on 
the project volume



ecoligo’s two-sided business model

Crowd-investors

Crowd-investment 
platform

Solar Projects

Business owners

investments returns green 
electricity

project funding

electricity 
payments

returns to crowd

or YOU



Legal structure

Crowd

ecoligo crowdinvesting 
platform

Local solar asset
owner

ecoligo crowdinvestment
collecting SPV

Collateralized
loan

Loan

Cross-border

Benefits:
• Possible in every country that

accepts collateralized loans
• Final loan receipient does not need

to deal with individual 
crowdinvestors but only with us



Comparison of different crowdinvesting platforms

Sources: www.bettervest.com & www.jointrine.com (only successful projects located in Africa are taken into consideration). 

2,300 € 

731 € 627 € 

Average investment per crowdinvestor Average campaign time

is equal to 10 days.

The average project investment per crowdinvestor and the average time needed 
to fund the projects depends on the platform.

http://www.bettervest.com/
http://www.jointrine.com/


Case study: main success factors

- Short loan tenor: 5 years (matches the
5-year lease-to-own business model)

- No currency risk: lease payments in EUR 
and off-taker revenue in EUR (exports roses
to Europe)

- Social impact: Corporate social
responsibility measures and certifications by
the energy off-taker Penta Flowers

- High-quality video: tangibility through
scenes from the farm, the managing director
and employees (in German language is a plus)



Case study: risk mitigation factors

Technical 
- Simple technical set-up 

without batteries
- Tier 1 equipment suppliers 

(Canadian Solar, Schletter, 
SMA, Meteo Control)

- Experienced EPC with 
more than 10 MW 
installed capacity (mainly 
rooftop in Southern Africa)

- Experienced project owner 
& operator with strong 
financial equity capabilities

- Allianz Climate Solutions 
as technical Due Diligence 
partner

Business model
- PV system ownership with 

leasing company, not 
energy off-taker

- Leasing payments in EUR
- Fixed monthly payments 

independent of the energy 
production

- Business model was 
awarded by development 
organisations (reputation)

Energy off-taker
- Active in the market since 

2004
- Strong financials (three 

years of audited annual 
reports)

- Stable annual revenue 
- Run by a German 

managing director
- Supplies REWE super 

markets
- Fairtrade and MPS-

certified (reputation)



make investments. make them matter.

markus.schwaninger@ecoligo.com


